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H
annah Lilly ’05 knew that she wanted to study abroad at Trinity College in

Dublin, Ireland probably before she knew she wanted to attend MMC.

Hannah, who is part Irish and lived for a time on the Irish populated

Beaver Island in Michigan, had it in her blood to go over seas and study in

Ireland. During her junior year, she applied to a college that had an articulation

agreement with Trinity and was accepted.

After arriving on Sept. 24, 2004, Hannah stayed in several hostels while she

searched for permanent housing. Classes didn’t start until mid-October, so she

had some time to establish herself and meet people. Finding housing in Dublin,
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MMC
STUDENTS
AROUND

THE WORLD

R
ecent donations to Marymount
Manhattan College have increased
the study abroad options for
students. In October 2004, MMC
received a grant from the Andrew

W. Mellon Foundation to support the hiring of a
full-time Director of Summer and Study Abroad
Programming. In March, the Stavros S. Niar-
chos Foundation provided funding for a two-
year program to include a student exchange
between MMC and the American College of
Thessaloniki in Greece. It is expected that the
MMC-ACT study abroad program will be in
place by the fall semester in 2005.

“Study abroad is one of the most life
changing experiences a student can have,”
says Dr. Marguerita J. Grecco, Associate Dean
for Academic Affairs. And Dean Grecco should
know, as she has worked with countless
students to select, organize and plan for their
experiences abroad. “They learn a great deal
about themselves; they always return and look
‘new.’ I think it is a very essential experience to
offer our students.”

Marymount Manhattan College has not
traditionally operated a study abroad program,
referring students instead to apply to other U.S.
colleges and universities or private or non-
profit agencies that have articulation agree-
ments with various international programs.
Dean Grecco’s role in this process has been to
put students in contact with these
institutions/organizations, help them obtain
student visas, if necessary, and provide advice
on how to prepare for their experience and
what they should expect abroad.

Once accepted into a program, students
meet with MMC faculty advisors and select the
courses they will complete abroad. They also
sit down with financial aid counselors to deter-
mine whether or not their financial aid can be
applied to the international experience. When
the semester- or year-long experience is over,
students receive college credits for the experi-
ence from MMC.

Last year, more than 20 students went
abroad for a semester or more. They studied
in such fascinating areas as the Netherlands,
Australia, Italy, Ireland, England and India.
Each student returned to MMC with a unique
story to share. 71st St Magazine sits down
with two students to find out more about their
experiences abroad.

Theatre Studies Major Learns the Importance of
Heritage, Housing, and Good Friends While in Ireland

By Erin J. Sauer



however, turned out to be more of a challenge than she

expected. 

Students who attended Dublin colleges and universities

with earlier start dates had snatched up many of the affordable

sublets, says Hannah. Also, like New York City, Dublin is very

expensive and with the declining value of the U.S. dollar,

Hannah’s money didn’t go as far as she’d hoped. 

After a too-good-to-be true sublet opportunity fell through,

she stayed with Aideen Finnegan, a cousin of MMC alumna

Kerry M. Donohue ’97, former Associate Director of Admis-

sions at MMC, until she could find permanent housing. Aideen

attended college in Dublin and now works there as a radio

producer. She was a good contact for Hannah to know when

she first got to Ireland, and she remains a true friend, says

Hannah. 

At this time, classes had begun, and Hannah was already

well into writing and producing her play, “Careless Hands,”

and managing four classes. In one of her classes, she met

Niamh, who was from the U.S. but was also a citizen of

Ireland and England. Niamh needed a roommate and Hannah

needed a room, so it worked out well for both. Hannah lived

with Niamh until the end of the program. They remain strong

friends still.

In addition to Aideen, Niamh, and the ten other American

and Canadian visiting students whom Hannah met in her

program, she also befriended several native Dubliners. They

would often spend Sundays enjoying a Guinness at an area

pub and listening to a local band “One Tree Hill,” that played

there.

When asked what she learned most from her experience in

Dublin, Hannah says, “Living abroad, I learned a lot about

myself. It also gave me a real appreciation for my mother and

my family.” 

After graduation in May, Hannah Lilly plans to spend time

with her family in Michigan and Milwaukee, Wis. Perhaps in

the future she will apply to Trinity College’s graduate program. 

(L-r) Brothers Stephen and Peter Carroll of the band “One Tree Hill,”
playing at O’Neill’s (local pub).

Below, left: Trinity College’s front square.

Above: Landscape scenes taken by Hannah
while traveling between Dublin and Galway,
Ireland.

Kylemore Abbey, home of the Benedictine order of nuns in Ireland.

(L-r) Hannah and friends Nate and Angie.
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A
fter enjoying several summers in Europe with friends, as

well as much international travel with his family, Jordan

Braver ’05 was set on studying in Europe while at MMC.

Because of his strong interest in Dutch culture and history, he

had narrowed down his decision to Amsterdam, the Nether-

lands by his sophomore year. Through a non-profit agency,

he applied and was accepted into the Universiteit van

Amsterdam International School for Humanities and Social

Sciences study abroad program for the spring of 2004. 

Once settled into his university housing, Jordan took full

advantage of all that the University and Europe had to offer

him. In addition to the rich culture he gained from his course-

work, he traveled consistently during his stay. He took

several day trips throughout

the Netherlands and longer

trips to other parts of Europe

with friends that he made in

the program.

He traveled to Berlin,

Germany and Warsaw,

Poland by train with a few

friends. While in Germany,

he experienced the Berlin

Wall and Checkpoint Charlie,

and in Warsaw saw the

remains of the Jewish ghetto

used during the Holocaust.

On another trip, this one by

car, he went to Prague in the

Czech Republic. 

“Driving across Europe in

a small car with friends during a severe snow storm was one

of the most memorable experiences of my life,” says Jordan.

“And although we only had two days in Prague and then had

to turn around and go back to Amsterdam, it was worth every

minute of it.”

Over spring break, he traveled with one friend to Egypt

then Israel for Passover. They stayed with friends of his family

in Israel. 

“It was really important for me to be in Israel for Passover.

Spending the holiday in the Holy Land was very powerful,

and it was great to be with my friends whom I have not seen

in years.”

“People should take advantage of this,” says Jordan. “I am

The World Was His Classroom: International Studies Major
Enjoys Travel Opportunities While in Amsterdam

At left: Jordan at the Berlin Wall
in Germany.

Scenes from Amsterdam. Jordan in Jerusalem, Israel over spring break (April 2004).
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T
hanks to the generous donation 

of $250,000 from the Stavros S.

Niarchos Foundation, Efthymios

Pategos is nearly through his first year of

study at Marymount Manhattan. The

Foundation gave the gift in early 2004 to

fund a full scholarship for one American

Farm School student to study at MMC

and live in New York City for four years

of study. 

Efthymios, who is originally from the

small, rural farming village of Variko in

Northern Greece, is a bright, charismatic

young man with a big smile. According

to him, his first semester was full of both

challenges and many new experiences.

One of the biggest hurdles he faced was

the language barrier; he spoke some,

but not much, English, and this affected everything: making

friends, navigating the city and understanding his new

coursework.

“The first semester at Marymount was challenging,” says

Efthymios. “It took me a while to get used to the language. I

feel much more confident now in understanding and speaking

the language and my classes seem easier.” 

When asked what he liked most about MMC, Efthymios

mentioned the small classes, caring teachers, friendly people,

and nice living arrangements. According

to him, the deHirsch Residence Hall at

the 92nd St. Y where he resides is much

nicer and the rooms are larger than he

was used to at the American Farm

School. He also spoke highly of one

adjunct professor in particular.

“Last semester, I met my favorite

professor of all-time, Professor

Dubuisson,” says Efthymios. “He is the

ideal professor to make you a good

writer. He is patient, funny, and I was

able to go to him with any concern I

had. I even brought him papers to

review for my other classes.”

Efthymios has had a number of

unique experiences in NYC outside the

classroom. He has been to several

shows, including The Christmas Spectacular at Radio City

Music Hall and Aida and Phantom of the Opera. He has

toured several museums and seen much of the city.

“New York City is so exciting. I wake up every morning and

think about all of the potential things that I can do that day.”

Efthymios, who has three more years at MMC and is consid-

ering a major in Political Science, says that if he had the

chance, he would definitely choose to come to MMC and New

York City all over again.

Efthymios outside MMC.

Greek Student Nears Completion of First Year
at MMC Thanks to Niarchos Foundation 

amazed at how much it has influenced my life since coming

back. The way I see the world and my political views have

been shaped by this experience. I can’t imagine not going.”

Jordan has applied for a Master’s in Social Policy and Social

Work in Urban Areas at the Universiteit van Amsterdam, as

well as for a Master’s in Public and International Affairs at the

University of Pittsburgh. He has already been accepted at the

Pittsburgh program and is waiting to hear back from the

Universiteit before making a final decision.

Far left:
Haarlem train
station in
Haarlem, the
Netherlands.

At left: Jordan
and friends in
Tarabin, Egypt.



From College Productions
to Professional Theatre,

MMC
Influences a

Couple’s
Journey

By Erin J. Sauer

Courtney, Rich and others at work on the Griffin.

O
ne doesn’t have to

look through

many pages of the

Griffin Yearbook

to realize that Richard Whittington

’92 and Courtney (Kilpatrick)

Whittington ’90 played major roles

while at Marymount Manhattan

College. In fact, they appear in

photos together and separately of

ski trips in Vermont (both),

working on the Griffin and in

Student Government (both), as

the Phantom of the Opera (Rich)

and Charlie Chaplin (Courtney) at

the College’s Halloween party,

participating in a pie-eating

contest at Oktoberfest (Rich),

enjoying the 100 Nights Dinner in

1990 (Courtney), working in the

Office of Student Affairs (both), in

shows such as The Marriage of

Better and Boo (Rich), dancing at

an Honors Convocation

(Courtney), winning a Christmas

tree ornament contest (Rich), and,

well…you get the picture.
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“Being able to be so involved in the life of the school was

what drew me to Marymount in the first place,” says

Courtney. “Even though MMC has one of the largest cities in

the world as its campus, the school is able to create a safe

environment that lets you explore all of your interests.” 

The two first met during Rich’s freshman orientation, for

which Courtney was a student coordinator. For Rich, a Texas

boy, it may well have been love at first sight; for Courtney, a

native of New Haven, Conn. who did not remember Rich (he

was one of only eight entering males), love came later. They

were, after all, always running in the same circles. Courtney,

a studio art major, and Rich, a theatre major, both worked on

the Griffin, in Student Affairs and participated in Student

Government.

“I remember meeting Courtney and being struck by her

energy and personality,” says Rich. “She worked in Student

Affairs, organizing graduation events at Alice Tully Hall. I

also worked in Student Affairs. And when I was the Griffin’s

layout copy editor, I worked with Courtney on reinvigorating

the yearbook. I eventually won her over after a couple of

years of wooing her and we’ve been together ever since.”

After Courtney graduated in 1990, she stayed on at the

Office of Student Affairs until Rich graduated in 1992. By that

time, Rich, who had acted since high school and came to

New York to become an actor and director, began to feel the

theatre management bug biting.

“I started out wanting to be an actor/director and was

given many opportunities to practice my craft while at Mary-

mount Manhattan,” reflects Rich, who starred in several

theatre productions while at MMC. “At the same time, I was

heavily involved in leading organizations such as Student

Government and the Griffin. In hindsight, I realize that I was

looking for ways to combine my love of theatre, and my love

of organization and management.”

After graduating from MMC, Rich and Courtney, now

engaged, moved to Texas so Rich could take a job as artistic

administrator at the Dallas Theater Center (DTC). Rich still

had aspirations of being a director and saw DTC as a way to

gain experience and a recommendation to a graduate

directing program. He did gain the experience, but when the

time came, he asked his artistic director to instead write him
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An Infinite Ache, A Romance of a Lifetime, showing April 24-May 15
at Triad Stage. 2004-2005 Season Artwork commissioned specially
for Triad Stage by Graphica through Scott Hull Associates.

Das Barbecü, A Rompin’ Stompin’ Musical Comedy, showing June 12-
July 10 at Triad Stage. 2004-2005 Season Artwork commissioned
specially for Triad Stage by Graphica through Scott Hull Associates.



a recommendation for Yale’s graduate

theatre management program. 

While at Yale, Rich met Preston Lane

with whom he ran a small theatre

company in New Haven, Conn. for two

years. During that time, Rich and

Preston brought the company back from

the brink of bankruptcy and left it on

strong financial ground. It was also

during that time that they tossed around

the idea of starting their own theatre

company. 

“After conducting a nationwide

search, we decided Greensboro, N.C.

would be a good place for

a theatre. Courtney and I

moved down there in 1998

and she got a great job as

an administrative manager

at the Green Hill Center for

N.C. Art, while I worked

full time to gather support

for the theatre,” says Rich.

“With almost no funds to

our name, we signed a

contract to buy a 35,000

square foot abandoned

building and set about

trying to raise money from

the community to renovate

it into a theatre facility.”

Five million dollars and

four years later, the Triad

Stage, a 300-seat main stage theatre

opened, and since 2002 Richard, Preston

and their staff of 16 have produced over

25 main stage productions, sold over

100,000 tickets and have become an

economic engine for downtown Greens-

boro by generating over $3 million of

economic activity each year. Triad has

also received local, state and national

recognition for its work, which has been

spotlighted in Southern Living, Playbill

Online, and American Theatre. 

During all of this both Courtney and

Rich have not forgotten the role Mary-

mount Manhattan has played in their

lives.

“I have always been an advocate for

MMC,” says Rich. “While a student, I

traveled back to Texas each year with

Mary Fleischer to recruit new students.

And during my two-year stint as Artistic

Administrator at DTC, I coordinated

MMC auditions and provided a space at

the Center to hold the auditions.”

Both Courtney and Rich are class

agents for their graduating classes and

have donated to both the J. William

Bordeau Scholarship fund and the

AnnualAppeal for MMC.

“I still remember the day that my

mother and father left me at my room at

the 92nd Street Y,” says Rich. “As they

drove away, I know their hearts sank

because they were leaving their son in a

strange city. But I also know that they

felt I was in good hands at MMC. The

College was a small enough

school that we could feel

protected and have a safety

net, but at the same time,

all of New York City was

our campus. Even though

MMC has grown by leaps

and bounds, I know they

haven’t lost that sense of

caring for one another. For

that reason, Courtney and I

will always be willing 

to recommend MMC to

others.”

For more information 

on Triad Stage, visit

www.triadstage.org.
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Courtney in her 1990 Griffin photo. Rich moderating a Halloween Lip Sync
Competition at MMC.

Rich, Courtney and son, Michael, today.
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(L-r) J. William Bordeau, Professor
Emeritus of Theatre Arts, and
Kristina Stroh Gimbel ’93.

Theresa Lang ’97
being acknowledged
by President Shaver
prior to the start of
Into the Woods. To her
left is her son,
Steven, and to her
right is her husband,
Eugene.

T
30th Anniversary Benefit Celebration

of the Theresa Lang Theatre
a Smashing Success

The Theatre Arts Department 30th Anniversary Benefit Cele-

bration of the Theresa Lang Theatre at MMC not only was sold

out, but the event far exceeded its goal of $50,000 to refurbish

the Theatre’s sound and lighting equipment to a state-of-the-

art technical system. As of March 30th, the Benefit Celebration

had raised close to $80,000.

Alumni, faculty and staff, along with trustees, College

administrators, Benefit Committee members, honorary guests

and patrons of the Fine and Performing Arts Division packed

the Theatre for the Department’s Production Workshop of

Steven Sondheim and James Lapine’s musical Into the Woods.

The 7:30 p.m. curtain brought together a truly festive crowd

on Friday, March 11, 2005. Theresa Lang ’97, a member of the

Board of Trustees and a College benefactor, served as

honorary chair for the Benefit Celebration. She was welcomed

by President Judson Shaver prior to the show as were former

MMC presidents Regina Peruggi and Colette Mahoney, RSHM,

and Gerard McCallion, a longtime patron of the arts at the

College and a former trustee. Also acknowledged by President

Shaver was Licia Albanese, who on February 19, 1975, when

the College first dedicated the Marymount Manhattan Theatre

as part of the Nugent Building, received an Honorary

Doctorate in recognition of her status as one of the great

Cast members 

(l-r) Kathleen

Hatch ’05, Brooke

Cenicola ’08, and

Corey Jenkins ’06

from Into the

Woods.

(L-r) Pat Hoags Simon, Associate Professor of Theatre Arts and
Coordinator for Musical Theatre, Melissa Hart, actress and Adjunct
Assistant Professor of Theatre Arts, and New York theatre director
Richard Sabellico.
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prima donnas of the opera

world.

Kevin Connell, Assistant

Professor of Theatre Arts, intro-

duced President Shaver and

welcomed the audience on

behalf of the Department. Presi-

dent Shaver acknowledged the

work of the Benefit and Recep-

tion Committees, comprised of

alumni and current students. The

alumni represented MMC gradu-

ates from across the country. He

also thanked the Benefit co-

chairs for their efforts over the

past three months: Kerry M.

Donohue ’97; Kristina Stroh Gimbel ’93; Walker G. Harman, Jr.

’93; Barbara Hilton Hayward ’72; Joseph A. Trentacosta, Jr. ’96;

and Edward Van Saders ’95. Hosts of the evening were Mary

Fleischer, Chair of the Division of Fine and Performing Arts

and J. William Bordeau, Professor Emeritus of Theatre Arts.

Immediately following the show, the guests proceeded to the

Great Hall of the College for a champagne reception and live

auction conducted by Joseph Pospisil ’00 and Kevin Connell.

The crowd swelled to 275 people as the student cast and crew

joined the festivities as guests of the Theatre Arts Department.

Honorary Benefit Committee members Maureen Van Zandt,

who studied acting at the College after a career as a principal

dancer at American Ballet Theatre, and Steven Van Zandt,

founding member and lead guitarist of Bruce Springsteen’s E

Street Band and host of “Little Steven’s Underground Garage,”

actively participated in the auction. They generously donated

several auction items including an actual 1997 pilot script of

HBO’s The Sopranos autographed by the original cast. Both

Maureen and Steven are cast members of The Sopranos and

are active patrons of the Arts at the College. Other auction

items included box seats for the Mets and Yankees; tickets to

Broadway shows (The Producers, Movin’ Out, La Cage aux

Folles); dinners at fine New York City restaurants and bistros;

and a one-week vacation on Cape Cod.

Much to the delight of those in attendance, Gail VanVoorhis,

former Theatre Arts Department faculty member, traveled from

Atlanta, Ga., to be a part of the evening’s festivities. She was

greeted with great enthusiasm, as were other former faculty

and staff members of the Department. Over 1,300 Theatre

alumni were contacted and, in addition to the alumni attended

the 30th Anniversary Celebration, many others contributed to

the event and reconnected with friends and faculty. 

(L-r) Pattie Morse ’90,
Robin Lawford ’84,
Victoria Haas ’87,
Ingrid Mauer ’89, and
Patti Marin ’84.

(L-r) Katie Sweeney ’00 (right) is shown here with Sopranos co-stars
Steven Van Zandt and Maureen Van Zandt.

(L-r) Jason Kimler ’98, Suzanne Houston ’98, and Ginger Prince,
Adjunct Instructor of Theatre Arts.



By remembering Marymount Manhattan College in your estate plans,

you will help MMC maintain a vibrant learning environment in which

students can realize their full potential. Your bequest will enable MMC

to sustain high academic standards, a warm and caring academic climate,

small class size and a focus on

the individual student. You will

help MMC inspire future students

to “make their mark” in

improving the world around

them. And, your legacy will keep

tuition affordable for a diverse

student body for years to come.

In addition to leaving a

bequest for MMC in your will,

you can name Marymount

Manhattan College a beneficiary

of a life insurance policy, IRA or

qualified retirement plan, or

create a charitable remainder

trust. Another alternative is establishing a charitable gift annuity, 

an option that was recently approved by a Resolution of the College’s

Board of Trustees.

Alumni and friends of MMC who make a planned gift for the future

of Marymount Manhattan become members of the Rowley Society, named

after Mother Rita Rowley, RHSM, founding dean of the College. Members

of the Society receive mention in the President’s Report as well as a framed

certificate honoring their commitment to the College. An annual luncheon

for Rowley Society members is held each spring.

Mark Your Commitment to MMC
With A Bequest That Will

Help Students “Make Their Mark”

To learn more about

giving to MMC through

a planned gift,

contact Jean Wilhelm,

Director of Corporations,

Foundations and Planned Giving

at (212) 517-0460 or

jwilhelm@mmm.edu.



Since December 1, 2004, Marymount Manhattan has received 19 major gifts totaling $651,407.45.

Niarchos Foundation Grant to
Support Study Abroad
MMC received a $288,157 grant from the Stavros S. Niarchos Foundation,

payable over two years, to initiate a collaboration between the American

College of Thessaloniki and MMC that will include the following: a

student exchange for a semester abroad, a two-week faculty exchange,

scholarship support for two ACT students majoring in English or

psychology to complete two years of study at Marymount Manhattan,

and the creation of a video conferencing facility. 

Last spring, Marymount Manhattan received a $250,000 grant from 

the Niarchos Foundation to fund the tuition, room and board, travel and

living expenses of a student from the American Farm School in Thessa-

loniki, Greece. Efthymios Pategos ’08, a 19-year-old from Variko, a small

farming village in Northern Greece, is currently in his second semester

at Marymount Manhattan (story on p. 5).

Education
Behind Bars
The New York Community

Trust has awarded MMC a

$50,000 grant in support of

the College Program at the

Bedford Hills Correctional

Facility (BHCP). Shelia

Wishek has also donated

$10,000 in support of the

BHCP. The central goal of the BHCP is to offer a college

education to eligible women inmates. Marymount

Manhattan’s in-house management of the program and the

impact the program has on the women who are enrolled

was the focus of the cover story for Black Issues in Higher

Education’s February 24, 2005 issue (above). For more

information on donating to this program, please call 

(212) 517-0450. 

Nugent Classroom to Honor
Parent Donors
Warren and Ellen Davis, parents of Ashley W. Davis ’06, a

current psychology major at MMC, have donated $40,000 in

support of the College’s priority needs. In recognition of the

Davis’ generosity, Marymount Manhattan will name Room 461

(below), located on the fourth floor of the Nugent Building, the

Ashley W. Davis ’06 Classroom.
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Trustee Theresa E. Lang has donated $50,000 in support

of the Theresa Lang Scholarship Fund.

Trustee Gloria (Spinelli) Bohan ’63 has donated

$25,000 in support of the College’s priority needs.

Mr. and Mrs. Mortimer Levitt have given $25,000 to

the MMC Writing Center through The Mortimer Levitt 

Foundation, Inc. 

Trustee Barbara McIntyre Hack ’73 has donated

$21,151.45 to the College. $10,000 of this gift will go

toward the McIntyre Family Scholarship, with the balance

going to support the College’s priority needs.

Trustee Edgar Eisner has donated $16,077 in support of

the College’s priority needs.

Trustee Erwin A. Zeuschner has given $15,692 toward

the Erwin Zeuschner Scholarship.

The Brand Foundation of New York, Inc. has donated

$15,000 to the MMC Writing Center. 

Kathleen O'Grady ’77 has donated $10,330 in support

of the First Generation Scholarship, which she established

for students who demonstrate great financial need and who

are the first in their family to attend college.

Trustee Richard S. Berry has donated $10,000 in

support of the College’s priority needs.

Hallie Cohen, Assistant Professor of Art and Art Depart-

ment Coordinator at MMC, has donated $10,000 in support

of the 30th Anniversary Benefit Celebration of the Theresa

Lang Theatre.

Ms. Gertrude Vanderbilt Whitney Conner has given

$10,000 to the MMC Writing Center. 

Anna Hayes Levin, Chair of MMC’s Board of Trustees,

has donated $10,000 in support of the College’s priority

needs.

Pat Simon, a member of the MMC theatre faculty, has

donated $10,000 in support of the 30th Anniversary Benefit

Celebration of the Theresa Lang Theatre.

The James S. and Merryl H. Tisch Foundation has

donated $10,000 in support of the College’s priority needs.

G IFTS
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Make a Gift
Online Today! 

Translation Will 
Diversify Student Body
The Thomas McKeehan Unit Trust has donated $25,000 to

aid in the translation of the College’s recruitment materials

(above) into Spanish. This will enable Spanish-speaking

parents to better understand the MMC admissions’ process

and the opportunities their children have to pursue higher

education at Marymount Manhattan.

You can make a secure online gift 
or pledge your support to 

Marymount Manhattan 
today and make payments 
by June 30th of each year.

Go to www.mmm.edu
and click on

“make a gift online today.”
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Judith Nicholson

Gruber ’59 and her

husband, Thomas J.

Gruber, have established a

Charitable Remainder

Trust for $250,000 for

Marymount Manhattan

College, payable after both

of their deaths. The money

will fund the William and

Ruzena Nicholson Endowed

Scholarship for Adult

Women. This scholarship

will be open to adult

female students who have

financial need, have above

average aptitude and

maintain a B or better

G.P.A. Judith chose this

bequest to honor her

parents, who lovingly supported her while she attended MMC

and throughout her life. 71st St Magazine had a chance to sit

down with her for a recent Q & A: 

Q: What was your experience like at Marymount
Manhattan and what are your reasons for this generous
bequest?

I came to Marymount Manhattan partly because I received a

scholarship and economic necessity demanded that I live at

home so MMC fit the bill. I loved attending the College – the

faculty was highly qualified, caring and interested in seeing us

succeed. I was grateful that I could attend a small college that

provided that kind of opportunity and I believe that it

contributed to my success later in life. Attending MMC helped

me to achieve my goals and gave me so much more than an

education. Because Tom and I are now able to give back, we

decided that creating an endowed scholarship at MMC would

be a good way of thanking the College for what it gave to me.

And naming the scholarship in memory of my parents who

were the love and support behind me seemed like a perfect

way to honor them. 

Q: Although your major at MMC was psychology, you
are currently First Vice President at Morgan Stanley, with
a focus on retirement planning. Tell me about your
dynamic career path.

I have had several careers in my lifetime. I taught after grad-

uation from MMC and while earning my master’s degree (in

psychology from Hofstra

University in 1962). After

doing some additional

training at the Institute for

Psychotherapy Coun-

seling, I did family coun-

seling with a private

counseling agency. I had

wanted to go on and earn

my Ph.D. and become a

Clinical Psychologist;

however, when I married

and had children, the

Ph.D. was not a feasible

option. So I moved into

the other areas. I have

worked as a Development

Director for the American

Heart Association and

then for Ursuline College.

In 1988, I made another career shift and became a Financial

Advisor at Dean Witter, which later merged with Morgan

Stanley. I currently work with individuals and corporations to

plan corporate 401K and pension plans. 

Q: Outside of work, what are some of your hobbies
and interests?

Tom and I have a vacation home in Naples, Fla., so we

enjoy our time there. We also have a passion for foreign travel

and we have been fortunate enough to have been able to see

a great deal of the world and to observe many different

cultures and life styles. 

Q: For those considering a Charitable Remainder Trust
for MMC, what advice would you share with them?

Estate planning is crucial to financial planning, which is

what I do for a living. Creating a Charitable Remainder Trust is

one way to save the estate taxes. After careful attention to the

needs of the family, which for us included children and grand-

children, there are often opportunities to do such a charitable

trust and have no one lose. For us this was obvious. It costs us

nothing in our lifetime and the idea of doing something

worthwhile with the fruits of our long years of working was

appealing. Plus, we receive a percentage of the trust balance

yearly to use as income. I hope that others who hold MMC

close to their heart as I do will consider a similar legacy. Our

family is as pleased with our decision as we are.

Judith and Tom Gruber enjoying a recent vacation in Aspen, Colo.

Charitable Remainder Trust Affords
One Alumna A Chance to Give Back AnnualAppeal for MMC

                    



EVERY GIFT COUNTS!
We thank all who have supported the AnnualAppeal for 
MMC since the start of our fiscal year, July 1, 2004. We need
contributions to the AnnualAppeal for MMC every year in order
to support the immediate operating needs of the College and
provide a quality education for our students. 

During this past year, dollars raised supported a number of projects
including the Main Building’s seventh floor for our Psychology and
Communication Sciences & Disorders departments, the fifth floor 
for enhanced classroom technology and the Nugent Building’s
fourth floor with all new classrooms, among other renovations. 
We are grateful for your commitment to MMC's mission. 
This would not have been possible without your support. 

Every gift, no matter what size, helps. *For more information,
contact Eleni Daniels, Manager of the AnnualAppeal for MMC, at 
(212) 517-0454. You can also make a secure online donation 
today at www.mmm.edu.

*There is still time to give. Our fiscal year ends on June 30. 

In March, MMC's Art Department, with the Louis K. Meisel

Gallery, introduced us to Eyes on Stamos, a selection of

early works of acclaimed Greek-American artist

Theodoros Stamos (1922-1997). Stamos was one of the orig-

inal Abstract Expressionists working in New York City in the

1940s and 50s. His work is found in museums such as the

Whitney Museum of Art, the Guggenheim Museum, Smith-

sonian and the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C.

An opening reception, preceded by a press conference, was

held on March 10 with over 75 guests attending. The exhibit

coincided with the recent publication of Eyes on Stamos: A

Sister’s Memoirs a Brother's Wishes, authored by Georgianna

Savas, sister of the artist. Through the generosity of Savas,

Eyes on Stamos was exhibited from March 7-31. 

AnnualAppeal for MMC

Eyes on Stamos at the Hewitt Gallery of Art  

Author Georgianna Savas (second from right) seen with (from left) her
relative, Stella Coumantaros, Hallie Cohen, Assistant Professor of Art
and Art Department Coordinator, and Millie Burns, Director of the Hewitt
Gallery of Art, during the book signing on March 16 at the Gallery.
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(L-r) Kathleen (Wilson) Reichert ’87, Sarah Kelly Campbell ’61, and 
Alice (Barrett) Mack ’65.

(L-r) Gerrie (Marsar) Checkon ’60, President Judson R. Shaver, Ph.D.,
and Brenda (McKeon) Gehan ’58.

Alumni in D.C.
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ALUMNI FOCUS

Photo 4: (L-r) Richard Downey,
Dotty Lynch Downey ’66, Carlo V.
Tamburro and his fiancé, Kristin
Faraguna.

On September 15, 2004, alumni in the Washington D.C.,

Virginia and Maryland area enjoyed a cocktail reception

at the Cosmos Club in Washington, D.C. The guest

speaker for the evening was Dotty Lynch Downey ’66

who is Senior Political Editor at CBS News.

(L-r) Ryan Braaten ’02, Clement McGowan, Joan (Austin) McGowan ’66,
and Dotty Lynch Downey ’66.
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Alumni in Philly

On October 19, 2004, alumni in the Philadelphia area

gathered at the home of Maura (Nevin) Gustafson ’74 for

a cocktail reception. MMC President Judson R. Shaver,

Ph.D., and Vice President for Institutional Advancement,

Margaret D. Minson joined them. Attendees enjoyed

wine, cheese and familiar company.

“Talking with Maura, whom I knew as an undergraduate,

made me feel as though I’d never left campus,” says

Joanne (Bronski) Henrick ’75, who attended the intimate

gathering. “And meeting fellow graduates, whether I

knew them or not at MMC, always brings a feeling of

instant kinship and sisterhood.”

(L-r) Alice (Corbit) Curtis ’78 and Amy (Butler) Grant ’83.

MMC President
Judson R. Shaver,
Ph.D., is seen here
with Bob Gustafson,
husband of hostess
Maura (Nevin)
Gustafson ’74.

Joanne (Bronski) Henrick ’75 (front left) connects with fellow
alumnae from the Philadelphia area. Alice (Corbit) Curtis ’78 (back
left) and Amy (Butler) Grant ’83 (back right) are also pictured.

Recent Events and Happenings

(L-r) Megan Moffit ’03 and Ann Schanze ’92.
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(L-r) Ben Tolpin ’98, Shea Curry and her fiancé Justin Levy, and Tertia
Lynch ’95.

(L-r) Craig Hoffman, parent Doreen Alderman, Howard Sharp ’97,
Ben Tolpin ’98, Tertia Lynch ’95, and John Hector. (L-r) Jessica (Donohue)

Maguire ’52 and Claire
(Corcoran) Vopatek ’64.

ALUMNI FOCUS Continued

(L-r) Lauretta McCormick ’91 and Jane Devine ’66.

Alumni in LA

On February 6, 2005, alumni from the Los Angeles area

enjoyed a reception in Santa Monica, Calif. Held at 

Bravo Cucina on Third Street Promenade, the event 

was attended by alumni from several different years

as well as MMC President Judson R. Shaver, Ph.D.,

his wife, Page, and Margaret Minson, Vice President for

Institutional Advancement. A big topic of conversation

was recently acquired acting jobs, as many of the

alumni work in the industry. Alumni may recognize fellow

graduates Ben Tolpin ’98 from a recent State Farm

commercial and actress Shea Curry, who appeared in

the Princess Diaries II.



Meet old friends ● Make new friends ● Explore the city

REUNION 2005
JUNE 4TH AND JUNE 5TH

COME 
BACK TO
COLLEGE!

Members of the classes ending in 0 and 5 are invited to 

For more information call (212) 517-0467,

visit www.mmm.edu/alumni/reunion2005.html

or email alumni@mmm.edu.

REUNION 2005 COMMITTEE

Athina Leka Aston ’56

Maureen McManus Lally ’60

Cathleen McLoughlin ’60

Barbara Lynch Loughlin ’70

Romney Grippo ’90

Kimberly McGovern-Pliska ’01

SATURDAY’S HIGHLIGHTS

Enjoy lunch in MMC’s Great Hall, tour the College 

and pose for your class picture, meet author and columnist

Malachy McCourt, catch up with members of your class,

listen to a “State of the College” presentation by 

MMC President Judson Shaver and wind down from this 

jam-packed day with a cocktail party 

in the Regina Peruggi Room.

And the fun doesn’t end there…

SUNDAY’S HIGHLIGHTS

Start the day with a mass at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, feed your

tastebuds at a lunch at Morrell Wine Bar and Café,

and nurture your cultural side with a tour at MOMA.
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On February 23, 2005, members

of the MMC community

enjoyed a book-reading and

signing event with Michael Stadther,

author of A Treasure’s Trove, an illus-

trated fairytale for parents and children

of all ages. For those who haven’t seen

Michael speaking with Katie Couric on

the Today program or read about his

book in The New York Post, this is a

story of love, creativity and the desire to

see one’s dream realized.

The love part includes his wife, Helen

Demetrios ’73, who also happens to be

a Marymount Manhattan College alumna.

According to Stadther, his wife encour-

aged and supported him throughout the

entire creation of the book, which she

began hearing about when they were

first dating.

“I can remember Michael first talking

about his idea for a fairytale coupled

with a jewel treasure hunt on our first

date. I always supported him because

he was so passionate about the project,”

says Demetrios. 

The creativity is obvious once you

pick up the book. Treasure’s Trove,

which was both written and illustrated

by Stadther, is the story of 12 forest

creatures whose mates disappear after

being crystallized by a dark dust that

falls every evening. The forest creatures

combine forces with a human wood-

carver, his half-elf, half-human wife, and

their timid pet, who is half-moth and

half-dog, to save the creatures and

restore the dying forest. The story was

created for both parents and children of

all ages to enjoy, and concealed in the

pages are the clues to finding 12 very

real jewels that look like the actual

forest creatures. 

The real jewels, which have counter-

part 18-karat gold coins hidden

throughout the continental U.S. by

Stadther himself, were funded by

Stadther and created by Jewelry Designs

in Danbury, Conn. Each resembles one

of the creatures in the book and the

total worth of the jewels is over

$1,000,000. According to Stadther, clues

for finding the gold coins are hidden

within the pages of the book and each

coin provides instruction for redemption

for one of the jewels.

Although Michael and Helen have

seen a tremendous response to the

book, of which over 150,000 copies

have been sold since November 2004,

Author Michael Stadther and Wife, Helen Demetrios ’73,
Bring Fairytale A Treasure’s Trove to Life at MMC 

(L-r) Michael Stadther,
Helen Demetrios ’73,
and MMC President
Judson R. Shaver, Ph.D.

Jack Dwyer Minson, Jr., grandson of
Margaret Minson, Vice President for
Institutional Advancement, gets his book
personally signed by Michael Stadther.

Michael reads parts of A Treasure’s Trove to an audience of about 80 people in the Regina
Peruggi Room.
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PATRICIA A. AGNELLO ’83
President

Pat is the Divisional

Senior Vice President

of Human Resources

at North Fork Bank

Corporation in

Melville, N.Y. She has

a B.A. in Business Management from

Marymount Manhattan, an M.B.A. from

Adelphi University in Human Resources

Management and a J.D. from St. John’s

University School of Law. 

Pat is an Adjunct Assistant Professor

of Business Management at MMC and

also does volunteer work as a small

claims arbitrator.

CHRISTINE NEVIN
MELORO ’74
Vice President 

Chris is Director of

Media and Business

Relations for

ConEdison Solutions. She received a

B.A. in Psychology from Marymount

Manhattan and previously served as a

member of MMC’s Board of Trustees.

Chris is actively involved with volunteer

work. She is President for the Junior

League of Brooklyn and Director for the

Association of Junior Leagues Interna-

tional.

ELEANOR MAIELLA IMPERATO ’68
Ellie has written

extensively for the

Manhasset Press and

is currently working

on Woman’s Work, a

collection of original

poetry. She received

a B.A. in English from Marymount

Manhattan and an M.A. in Liberal

Studies from New York University.

Ellie does volunteer work in various

community organizations. She served as

President of the Friends of the

Manhasset Public Library and as Execu-

tive President of the Manhasset School

Community Association.

KATHLEEN WILSON REICHERT ’88
Kathleen is

Director of Govern-

ment Affairs at the

New York Blood

Center. She received

a B.A. in Business

Management from

MMC and an M.B.A. from Fordham

University. She is a member of the East

Sixties Neighborhood Association.

JENNY J. SHERMAN ’97
Jenny is an

attorney at Sullivan &

Cromwell LLP where

she practices corpo-

rate law. She received

a B.A. in History 

from Marymount

Meet the
Alumni Leadership
Council Members

The MMC Alumni Leadership Council was chartered in October 2004 with

ten members who will serve two-year terms. The Council has three

committees: Reunion, Admissions, and Fundraising. The purpose of the

Alumni Leadership Council is to advance the interest of 

Marymount Manhattan College through promotion of its educational

philosophy, through financial support and by encouraging and strength-

ening collegiality among alumni, the College and its faculty and students.

the labor of love hasn’t been easy. It

took five to six years alone to create and

perfect the illustrations, each of which

took 200 to 300 hours to make. 

“The illustrations took a long time

because they are three to four times

larger than they appear in the book and

are very detailed,” says Stadther. “They

also had to coincide with the story and

the treasure hunt clues, which took a lot

of planning.”

Publishers didn’t jump at the idea of

publishing the book either. After

pitching the concept to several

publishers and getting rejected, Michael

and Helen decided to self-publish. They

incurred the costs of printing both hard

and soft cover books and stocking the

shelves of bookstores.

As of the date of the book-signing

event at MMC, Treasure’s Trove was

listed as number two on the New York

Times Bestseller’s List for Children’s

Books Paperback and none of the gold

coins had been redeemed for a jewel.

Treasure hunters have until December

31, 2007 to pool their resources and find

the gold coins. For more information on

the book, its author, and to chat online

with fellow treasure hunters, visit

www.atreasurestrove.com.

Winners of an MMC treasure hunt, which was
held before the event: (L-r) Ashley White ’08,
who came in second; the team of Gregory
Lynch ’06 and Caroline Lakin ’05, who came
in first; and Keith Driscoll ’07, who along
with team member Alysia Nilsen ’08 (not
shown) came in third.



Manhattan and is a graduate of St.

John’s University School of Law, Class

of 2000. Jenny was a member of the

Law Review while at St. John’s and

recipient of a full university merit 

scholarship. 

Jenny provides legal counsel to Take

Wing And Soar, a professional theatre

company, through Volunteer Lawyers

for the Arts, and has provided pro bono

legal representation to immigrant

women through the Association of the

Bar of the City of New York. She is also

a member of the New York Junior

League.

COURTNEY CULLEN ’04
Courtney is a

Junior Media Buyer

for Mediacom, which

is a subsidiary of Grey

Advertising. While at

MMC, where she

received a B.A. in

Communication Arts, she was

Outstanding Leader of the Year 2004,

President of Lambda Pi Eta, the National

Communications Honor Society and a

member of Omicron Delta Kappa.

Courtney is a member of the 

Alumni Committee at her high school,

Fontbonne Hall Academy in Bay Ridge,

Brooklyn and hopes to pursue a 

graduate degree.

KIMBERLY A. MCGOVERN PLISKA ’01
Kimberly is

currently the Tech-

nology Coordinator

for Tribeca Associates,

LLC. Before that, she

was the eCommerce

Training Coordinator

for UBS, the Americas. She holds an

Associate’s Degree in Management

Information Systems from Pennsylvania

State University and a B.S. in Finance

from Marymount Manhattan.

Kimberly is also a member of the PSU

Professional Women’s Networking 

Association, PSU Alumni Association–

NYC Chapter and is co-chair of their

Community Service Committee. She does

volunteer work for the Children’s Aid

Society, Power Lunch Reading programs

for PS 50 in NYC, Food Bank-New York

and New York Cares.

SHEILA BARRY TACON ’56
Sheila is a consul-

tant working with

UNICEF and the

World Bank on

HIV/AIDS, early

childhood develop-

ment and voluntary organizations. 

Her prior experience includes work at

the Carnegie Endowment for Interna-

tional Peace, the UN secretariat as a

Political Affairs Officer working in

Disarmanent and UNICEF in external

affairs, programme, and as a country

representative.

Sheila received a B.A. in History from

MMC and took graduate classes at

Columbia University. 

ATHINA LEKA ASTON ’56
Athina and her

husband are the

owners of The Amer-

ican MarketPlace,

which handles

marketing and

promotion of Amer-

ican regional specialty foods in England

and Europe. Prior to being an entrepre-

neur, Athina worked for several adver-

tising and public relations agencies and

was the Special Projects Manager for

FCB/LKP Advertising.

Athina is a member of The English-

Speaking Union of New York and

chairman of the Union Essay Competi-

tion for NYC high school students. She

is also a volunteer for Saint Patrick’s

Cathedral. She received a B.A. in

Communication Arts from Marymount

Manhattan.

MAUREEN MCMANUS LALLY ’60
Maureen is the

Regional Manager,

Northeast and South-

east for Mondo

Publishing, an educa-

tional publisher of

literacy programs for

elementary and middle schools. She

received B.A. degrees in English and

History from MMC and an M.B.A. from

Adelphi University in New York in

1982.
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Send us your email address to get 

notifications of events in NYC and

across the country, learn about 

alumni benefits and stay in tune 

with what’s new on campus. 

Just send an email to

alumni@mmm.edu 

with your name and class year. 

Stay
Connected!
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On November 1, 2004, MMC was

proud to host Linda Nochlin, Ph.D.,

the Lila Acheson Wallace Professor of

Modern Art at NYU’s Institute of Fine

Arts, as its speaker for the fourth

annual Jack and Lewis Rudin Distin-

guished Visiting Scholars Program.

With the generous support of The

Rudin Foundation, the Rudin Program

enables MMC to bring great thinkers

and scholars to speak to the commu-

nity each year. 

Dr. Nochlin is known widely for

her work on Gustave Courbet—a

painter of interest to her since

embarking on her doctoral disserta-

tion—as well as for her seminal

publications on Realism and Impres-

sionism and Post-Impressionism, and

for her ground-breaking work to

advance the cause of women artists.

Dr. Nochlin has also written many

books and articles focusing attention

on social and political issues revealed

in the work of artists, both male and

female, from the modernist period to

the present day. Her books: Repre-

senting Women, The Body in Pieces,

Women, Art, and Power, and The

Politics of Vision have directed and

expanded the dialogue among art

historians on the nature of viewing

and have broadened the scope of

our interpretation of the role of art

and artists in society. 

Dr. Nochlin’s lecture at MMC was entitled “Real Beauty:

The Body in Realism” and was held in the College’s

Theresa Lang Theatre. It was preceded by an early day

reception in the President’s Office for MMC faculty and

staff and an afternoon group discussion with MMC

students in the Regina Peruggi Room. Elizabeth Nelson, an

art history major of the class of 2006, introduced Dr.

Nochlin and moderater Dr. Jason Rosenfeld, Assistant

Professor of Art History, to the group discussion. 

This year Marymount Manhattan is fortunate enough to

host two Jack and Lewis Rudin Distinguished Visiting

Scholars lectures. The second was held on March 1, 2005

and featured Lawrence M. Krauss, Ph.D., the Ambrose

Swasey Professor of Physics, Professor of Astronomy, and

Chair of the Physics Department at Case Western Reserve

University, as its lecturer. Look for more on his lecture 

“Politics vs. Science from the White House to the Classroom”

in the following issue. 

CampusNOTES
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During an early day reception in the President’s Office, Dr. Nochlin poses with MMC Faculty.
(L-r) Jim Martin, Assistant Professor of Art, Hallie Cohen, Assistant Professor of Art and
Coordinator of the Art Department, Jim Holl, Assistant Professor of Art, Dr. Linda Nochlin,
Dr. Jason Rosenfeld, Assistant Professor of Art History, and Millie Falcaro, Assistant
Professor of Art.

Dr. Nochlin speaks to MMC
students in a small group
setting in the Regina
Peruggi Room. Dr. Jason
Rosenfeld is to her right.

Art Historian Dr.Linda Nochlin Presents Fall Rudin Lecture at MMC



In October 2004, the Oliver S. &

Jennie R. Donaldson Charitable

Trust provided Marymount

Manhattan with a generous gift to

help support students as they study,

conduct or present scholarly

research at professional forums

around the country and the world.

From this gift MMC established the

Donaldson Awards.

The guidelines for application

require students to have been at

Marymount Manhattan for at least

two semesters and have a cumulative

GPA of 3.0 or higher. Faculty spon-

sorship of the project to be funded is

also required. 

This past fall, ten Donaldson

Awards were given to deserving

students:

● Kaitlin Kelly ’06, Aja Mula ’05
and Violetta Zagalasky ’05 were

sponsored by Dr. Ann Jablon to attend

the American Speech-Language and

Hearing Association’s Annual Conven-

tion, which was held in Philadelphia,

Pa. in November 2004.

● Sidney Alexis Krauss ’07,

Jessica Lewis ’06, Matt Pascarella
’05 and Chris Perry ’07 received

awards to attend the World Social

Forum in Porto Alegre, Brazil in

January 2005 with Dr. Radhika

Balakrishnan. 

● Michelle McNulty ’05 and 

Aja Mula ’05 were sponsored by

Drs. Claire Owen and Linda

Solomon to present papers at the

March 2005 Eastern Psychological

Association Annual Conference in

Boston, Mass. 

● Elizabeth Perez’s work on

molecular neuroscience under Dr.

Ann Aguanno was accepted for

presentation to the Federation of

American Societies for Experimental

Biology at their annual meeting in

April 2005 and for entrance in the

association’s undergraduate research

competition. Elizabeth will graduate

in 2006.

Donaldson Award Supports Student Conference Attendance

On November 18, 2004, a gathering of faculty, students,

alumni, staff, artists and friends of Marsha A. Hewitt ’67 and

her husband, Carl H. Hewitt, came to celebrate the dedication

of the Hewitt Gallery of Art. In recognition of a $250,000 gift,

the College renamed the gallery in honor of the Hewitts.

The inaugural exhibit, entitled “Habitats for Humans,”

featured photographs by Steven Day, Anders Goldfarb, and

Moonching Wu and included staged navigations through

(urban) spaces as sites of the production of culture and

sources of our experience.

Marsha and Carl have a

long history of giving to

MMC, both through

funding and their time.

Marsha has participated

on MMC’s Board of

Trustees since 2002, and

both Hewitts are regular

attendees at many of the

College’s events.

“The Gallery is the first

thing you see when you

enter the College; I think

it is very clever for the

College to use the space

this way,” said Marsha in

the fall issue of 71st St Magazine. “I would like to see the

reputation of the Gallery grow and more prominent artists

exhibit here.”

Dean Dawn Weber
with Charlie Fries
and Barbara
Bennett ’83.

Jacqueline Lynch ’94 and her
husband, Jim, enjoy the festivities.

The Hewitt Gallery of Art typically showcases eight different

exhibits a year and offers both well-known and emerging

artists an opportunity for exposure within the art world and

the MMC community. It is visited each year by hundreds of

artists, critics, collectors, and curators. The visibility of innova-

tive works of art throughout the College plays an important

role in expanding the creative horizons of MMC students. 

Carl and Marsha Hewitt receive a commemorative gift from MMC

President Judson R. Shaver, Ph.D.
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MMC Students Lobby
in Albany

On February 8, 2005 a group of

Marymount Manhattan students and

administrators traveled by bus to

Albany, N.Y. for Student Lobby Day.

The event was organized by the

Commission on Independent

Colleges and Universities and

brought together students from 50

schools across the state who gathered

for one common purpose. The goal

of the day was to successfully lobby

the state government to fully restore

funding in the state budget for

various state financial aid programs

such as TAP (Tuition Assistance

Program) and HEOP (Higher Educa-

tion Opportunity Program). 

In addition to the day's activities,

the Marymount Manhattan group had

the opportunity to have personal

meetings with legislators from the

State Assembly and State Senate.

Among those who gave generously

of their time to MMC were Assem-

blyman Jonathan Bing (Manhattan),

State Senator Liz Krueger

(Manhattan), Assemblyman Mark

Weprin (Queens), State Senator John

Flanagan (Long Island) and Assem-

blywoman Maureen O'Connell 

(Long Island). 

Alumna Accepts New Role at the College
Cathleen McLoughlin, Ph.D. ’60, assumed the

role of Executive Assistant to President Judson R.

Shaver, Ph.D., this past January. In this position, 

Dr. McLoughlin serves as a liaison between the

President’s Office and internal and external

constituents, and as a link between President

Shaver and members of the administrative staff 

and faculty. 

Dr. McLoughlin holds an M.A. from Columbia

University Teachers College and an M.Phil. and

Ph.D. from the Graduate Center of CUNY. She has

presented several papers and has been the recip-

ient of three National Endowment for the Humanitites (NEH) grants to attend

seminars at Harvard University, Queens College and the University of Rochester.

Dr. McLoughlin has also taught in New York City public schools and at a

number of local colleges including MMC. 

“Having taught at Marymount Manhattan as an adjunct, Dr. McLoughlin has

been an active alumna and member of the College community for some time. I

am delighted that she will be taking on this new role and look forward to

working with her, ” said President Shaver. 

Since 1996, Dr. McLoughlin has taught courses across several divisions of the

College including Continuing Education, English and Religious Studies. 

“I returned happily to my alma mater as a teacher where I have felt privileged

to work with bright students and congenial colleagues,” commented 

Dr. McLoughlin. “My roles as an alumna and faculty member have made me

proud, and I am thrilled to continue my association with Marymount Manhattan

College in my new role.”

2005-2006 Faculty Fellowships
and Awards Announced

● Junior Fellowships were awarded to Dr. Ann Aguanno, Assistant Professor 

of Biology, Read Schuchardt, Assistant Professor of Communication Arts, and to 

Andy Warshaw, Assistant Professor of Dance. 

● Senior Fellowships were awarded to David Mold, Associate Professor of

Theatre Arts, Dr. Barbara Ballard, Associate Professor of History, and Dr. Alister
Sanderson, Professor of Communication Arts.

● Sokol Awards were granted to Dr. Katie LeBesco, Associate Professor of

Communication Arts, Dr. Peter Naccarato, Assistant Professor of English, David
Mold, Associate Professor of Theatre Arts, and Dr. Alister Sanderson, Professor of

Communication Arts. A small Sokol Award was also given to the English Department.

● Murray Awards were granted to Dr. Ann Aguanno, Assistant Professor of

Biology, Dr. Benedetta Sampoli Benitez, Assistant Professor of Chemistry, 

Dr. Ann Jablon, Associate Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders, 

Dr. Sue Behrens, Associate Professor of Communication Sciences and Disorders,

Dr. Linda Solomon, Professor of Psychology, Dr. Claire Owen, Assistant

Professor of Psychology, and Dr. Peter Cain, Assistant Professor of Psychology. Sarah Jane Arnegger ’06 poses with her
hometown State Senator, John Flanagan.
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On December 6, 2004 President Shaver gathered Marymount

Manhattan’s most generous donors at the Union League Club

for cocktails and dinner. This annual MMC event was estab-

lished to thank the College’s major donors for their support

throughout the year, as well as celebrate the holidays.

(L-r) Susan Purdy,
President Judson Shaver

and Eugene Lang.

(L-r) James McQuade, Connie McQuade ’54, Margaret Minson, MMC
Vice President for Institutional Advancement, and Margaret Sokol.

(Back l-r) Lisa Knobel ’87, Frank Knobel, Maureen Grant ’60 and
Patrick Grant. (Front l-r) Edward Greason, Roy Miller, Mary Greason ’86
and Peter Baker.

(L-r) Anne Flannery ’73, Christine Nevin Meloro ’74, Peter Meloro and
Anna Levin, Chair of the Board of Tustees.

2004 Major Donor Dinner Held at Union League

New York State Senator Hillary

Rodham Clinton will address Mary-

mount Manhattan graduates and their

families at the College’s 56th

Commencement Ceremonies on May

20, 2005 at the Avery Fisher Hall at

Lincoln Center. Senator Clinton will

receive an honorary doctoral degree. 

“We are honored and thrilled that

Senator Clinton will be addressing the

Marymount Manhattan community,”

said President Judson R. Shaver, Ph.D.

“Senator Clinton has worked diligently

on behalf of New Yorkers and the

nation, and with her record of service,

I have no doubt that her message will

inspire our graduates and their guests.”

Also receiving honorary doctoral

degrees will be Ron Chernow, polit-

ical commentator and author of The

New York Times bestseller, Alexander

Hamilton, and James E. Buckman,

Vice Chairman and General Counsel

of Cendant Corporation. 

Marymount Manhattan will grant

approximately 430 Bachelor of Arts,

Bachelor of Science and Bachelor of

Fine Arts degrees at the ceremony.

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton To Give ’05 Commencement Address



28 MARYMOUNT MANHATTAN COLLEGE

ClassNOTES

’50s
Grace (Lennon) Roos ’54 is a volun-

teer for the League of Women Voters and

Museum of Natural History in California.   

Sister Eileen Brady ’57 teaches

holistic health methods of self-healing

through a program called Capacitar.  

’60s
Kathryn Merlo ’63 is a Senior Vice

President/Associate Broker at the

Corcoran Group Real Estate Office in

Westhampton Beach, N.Y.

Ellen (McNulty) Bogart ’65 recently

celebrated her retirement from the NYC

public schools.

Kathleen (Pach) Cahill ’66 recently

retired from the City of New York Bank-

ruptcy Law Department where she was

a supervisor. 

Jean St. Germain ’66 was elected as

a Fellow of the Health Physics Society.

She is also a Fellow of the American

Association of Physicists of Medicine. 

Mary (Molloy) Vargas ’68 recently

retired from the NYC school system after

teaching for 26 years.

’70s
Patricia (Hewson) Davis ’70 was

selected to help start St. Anne’s Epis-

copal School, a new independent

school for pre-K through eighth grade in

Middletown, Del. 

Elaine (Stracquadanio) Hammers
’71 was recently promoted to Vice Pres-

ident of the Retirement System Group,

Inc., in New York, N.Y.

Patricia (Le Lievre) Torrilhon ’72 is

involved with the Fountain Hills

Community Theatre working as Back-

stage Manager on all productions and as

the Education Director. She is also in

charge of all publicity and photography.

Leanne Mella ’72 joined the Bureau

of Educational and Cultural Affairs of

the U.S. Department of State in the fall

of 2001. She manages the Department’s

support and participation of U.S. artists

in major international visual arts exhibi-

tions. She also organizes other exhibi-

tions of American art for presentation

abroad. 

Catharine (Wilson) Burt ’72
recently published two research articles

on how emergency departments in the

U.S. serve as a safety net for meeting the

health care needs of vulnerable popula-

tions: www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/series

/sr_13/sr13_157.pdf and www.cdc.gov

/nchs/data/series/sr_13/sr13_155.pdf.

Catharine is the Chief of the Ambulatory

Care Statistics Branch for CDC’s National

Center for Health Statistics in Hyattsville,

Md.

Arlene Muller ’75 wrote the poem,

“Something Good Will Happen,” which

was accepted for publication in

Mailbox, a magazine for teachers. 

’80s
Robert F. Porr ’81, Major, MSC

returned from a tour of duty in Iraq for

Operation Iraqi Freedom during the

week of June 14, 2004. He was Deputy

Commander of the 447th Expeditionary

Medical Support Squadron (USAF) at

Baghdad International Airport. 

Kim (Salonites) Saunders ’81 is

living in the San Francisco Bay area and

is currently directing and choreo-

graphing “The Taffetas” for the Tabard

Theatre. She is also doing a voice over

for an animated short film.

Lorella (Medwed) Brocklesby ’83 is

an Adjunct Professor of Humanities at

New York University, as well as a fellow

of the Royal Society of Arts.  

Francesca Rollins ’84, and her

husband Neil Wilson, welcomed

daughter, Loretta Vaughan, on

September 30, 2004.  

Please submit notes to alumni@mmm.edu, fax (212) 517-0465, or mail to
Office of Alumni Relations, 221 East 71st St, New York, NY 10021.

71st St Magazine welcomes any and all accomplishments. However, if you are
engaged or awaiting the birth of a child, please hold off and let us know as soon
as the wedding or birth takes place. Photos are especially welcome, but will not
be returned.

Joan Hogan Fitz-Gerald ’70 has

been chosen as Colorado's first

female Senate president. A member

of the State Senate since her elec-

tion in 2000, Fitz-Gerald was instru-

mental in helping Colorado

Democrats to gain control of the

Senate that year. Her election gave

her party a one-seat majority. In

2002, she went on to become the

first female minority leader in

Colorado Senate history. That

groundbreaking accomplishment is

eclipsed only by her latest achieve-

ment, which makes Sen. Fitz-Gerald

the only female Senate president in

the nation.



Pascale Bastien ’85 owns a pediatric

practice, which has over 1,300 patients.

Catherine Jean (Callovini)
Barbour ’87 received a Merit Scholar-

ship from The Art Students League of

New York for 2004/2005. She is an

abstract expressionist and works in

watercolor and mixed media.

Denese E. Purcell ’88 recently took

a position with Cowan Financial Group

in New York, N.Y.

’90s
Teresa M. Ward ’90 and husband,

Steven Puckett, welcomed daughter,

Catherine Elizabeth, on August 18, 2004.

This makes grandchild number 15 for

Mary (Sheehan) Ward ’79, and proud

aunts of Mary (Ward) Golden ’78,
Regina (Ward) Carlino ’80, Margaret
(Ward) Campbell ’82, and Elizabeth
M. Ward ’86.

Lili Calahan ’91 is currently getting

her master’s degree in Social Work at

Columbia University. 

Maria (Merullo) Lapierre ’91 and

her husband, Dr. James M. Lapierre,

announce the arrival of their first child,

Isabelle Francoise, who was born on

July 15, 2004. 

Liliane A. Ferrara ’92 married Larry

D. Shoner on August 19, 2004. The

couple resides in St. Louis, Mo.

Karen (Mascari) Kelly ’93, and her

husband, Neil Kelly, welcomed their

second son, Gavin John, on March 31,

2004.

Deena Parham ’94 works for the

Local Initiatives Support Corporation

(LISC) in New York City as a Program

Officer at the Center for Commercial

Revitalization.

Kurt Koehler ’96 is currently in post

production of his latest film, “Taco

Chick and Salsa Girl.” He is also

directing and co-writing his third install-

ment of “Chico’s Angels.” 

Deborah DiRico ’97 married Dennis

Keehner on December 11, 2004 at the

Immaculate Conception Church in

Astoria, N.Y. Doreen Higgins ’97 was a

bridesmaid. Debbie works in Develop-

ment at Saint Vincent Ferrer High School

in Manhattan. 

Natalya Fedorova ’97 married

Kenneth MacWilliams in August 2004 at

the Cathedral of the Savior Transfigura-

tion in St. Petersburg, Russia. Since

graduation, Natalya has been with J. P.

Morgan Securities Inc., most recently 

in Equity Research covering Retailing/

Food & Drug Chains. Kenneth is Presi-

dent of Woodrow Wilson Associates

and former CEO of Prudential Capital

Corporation. 

Jacqueline (Guzzetta) Valentin ’97
and her husband, Gabriel Valentin,

welcomed son Dante Gabriel on July 16,

2004. The couple, married in January

2003, resides in Forest Hills, N.Y. 

Paula (Papathanasiou) Reinke ’97
is a math teacher for fourth through

sixth graders at The Preston Hollow

Presbyterian School in Dallas, Tex., a

private school for learning differences. 

Elizabeth Virginia Perry ’97 has

had two paintings and one drawing

displayed in the Montgomery Museum

Newlyweds Kenneth
MacWilliams and
Natalya Fedorova ’97.

(L-r) Hope Knight ’85 and her husband,
Steven Umlauf, with Dr. Marvelle Colby at the
wedding of Natalya Fedorova ’97 and
Kenneth MacWilliams in St. Petersburg,
Russia, Aug. 29, 2004.

Bob Porr ’81, Major, MSC (left), is shown here
with Captain Ed Kosterman at Camp Victory
in Iraq.

Isabelle
Francoise
Lapierre,
born on 
July 15, 2004.
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of Art in Montgomery, Ala. since gradu-

ating from MMC. 

John Calanog ’98 is a CPA for an

accounting firm in the Tyson’s Corner

area of Virginia. He is currently pursuing

an M.S. in Taxation at American Univer-

sity on Washington, D.C.

Frank La Frazia ’98 married Tristan

Muriel on March 20, 2004. The couple

welcomed daughter, Mia Amelie, on

June 27, 2004.

David A. Torres ’98 and wife,

Deborah, welcomed their son, James

Logan Kiley Torres, on July 4, 2004.

Ashley (Touchstone) Hutchison
’98 and husband, Michael Hutchison,

announce the arrival of their first child,

Travis Teller.

Olga Garcia-Kaplan ’99 and

husband, Robert Kaplan, celebrated the

birth of her son, Alejandro, on January

10, 2004.

Hyunsook Lee ’99 is an agent and

financial consultant at the New York Life

Insurance Company.

Kate Walbert ’99 received an M.A. in

Student Personnel Administration from

NYU in May 2004. Currently, she is the

Assistant Director of Student Activities

and First Year Programs at Saint Xavier

University in Chicago, Ill.

’00s
Shaneequa Armstrong ’00 is

currently working as a speech therapist

in an elementary school.

Laverne Bailey-Dunlock ’00 is the

new Executive Assistant for the Chief

Technology Officer at JP Morgan Chase.

Brady Brock ’00 and Sabyl Jordan
’99 were married on October 17, 2004.

Carlos G. Moreno ’00 is the Produc-

tion Supervisor for the Ellen DeGeneres

Show. He has recently produced and

directed “Sonnets for an Old Century” a

play by Jose Rivera, which featured a

number of MMC 2000 alumni. Carlos is

also currently co-producing and

directing “The Big Funk” a play by John

Patrick Shanley. 

Laura Reardon ’00 is working as a

speech-language therapist on Long

Island at The Jericho Union Free School.

She received her M.S. in Speech-

Language Pathology from Teachers

College at Columbia University in 2002.

Joni (Thomas) McGovern ’00 and

husband, Philip McGovern, celebrated

the birth of their first child, Zacharuah

James, on December 4, 2004.

Michelle Bravo ’01 obtained her

M.A. in Industrial/Organizational

Psychology. She is currently a North-

eastern Area Recruiter/Trainer for IKON

Office Solutions, Inc. 

Tracy Fogelson ’01 is a Montessori

teacher for grades first through third in

Raleigh, N.C.  

Phoebe Kmeck ’01 is a writer for

Back Stage, The Hampton Sheet and

BroadwayWorld.com. She is also the

Volunteers Manager at Redeemer Pres-

byterian Church.

Mayra Linares-Diaz ’01 has been

District Leader of the 72nd Assembly

District since 2001. She is the Director of

Community Relations in New York for

World Vision.

Ashlie Solomon ’01 is the artistic

director of the Southeast Alabama

Dance Company.

Justin Adler ’02 developed his own

video production business, Adler Video,

which specializes in professional

videography and editing.  

Lindy Agron ’02 is a Finance Assis-

tant for the advertising agency, Ogilvy

and Mather.

Elsa Cordoba ’02 is currently

working as a Rehabilitation Coordinator

for VISIONS/Services for the Blind and

Visually Impaired.

Travis Johnides ’02 recently signed

his band, The Goodwill, to Abacus

Recordings/Centure Media. The band’s

debut CD, “Insult, Injury, Etc…” arrived

in record stores March 8, 2005. 

Bray Ridenour ’02 married Stacey A.

Velluzzi in Red Bank, N.J. on June 12,
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Newlyweds Stacey
Velluzzi and Bray
Ridenour ’02.

James Logan Kiley Torres, born on July 4, 2004.

Dante Gabriel Valentin, born on July 16, 2004.



2004. Bray is a Financial Analyst for

Sanofi-Aventis, the largest pharmaceu-

tical company in Europe and third

largest in America.

Adriana (Sanchez) Diaz ’02 is in her

third year of teaching 6th and 7th grade

English Language Arts.

Kelly Scalon ’02 is an actress as well

as a real estate agent for Manhattan

Realty Corp.  

Mary Tierney ’02 graduated from

Sarah Lawrence in May 2004 with a

Masters in Health Advocacy.  She is

currently setting up her own business as

a geriatric care manager.

Daniel Wereszynski ’02 works for

the Girl Scouts USA as an assistant to an

executive.

In Memoriam
Dr. Eileen G. (O’Keefe) Mulvaney

’52 passed away on November 29, 2004.

She was a special education teacher,

receiving a master’s degree from

Adelphi University and a Doctorate from

Hofstra University. 

Joan Doty Werthman O’Rourke ’53
lost her daughter, Mary Joan (MJ) on

March 25, 2005.

Francis Durkan Dooley ’59 passed

away on July 12, 2004. She is survived

by her husband, Brendan Dooley.

Mary Jo (Robb) Murphy ’60 lost her

mother, Gertrude Robb, in November of

2004.

Marija (Masionis) Navickas ’65 lost

her husband, John, to cancer on June 4,

2004.

Marilyn Phelan ’66 died on January

15, 2005 from pancreatic cancer. Marilyn

is remembered by her friend and former

classmate, Susan McKeon ’66, as a

curious, creative, adventurous, smart,

witty lady. Her former classmates at the

Notre Dame Academy also remember

her with great affection.

Suzette Lemieux ’80 lost her brother,

Raynald P. Lemieux, on February 7,

2005.

Nanette Norwood ’82 lost her

mother, Angela Norwood, on January

13, 2005.
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Your Fellow Alumni Want to
Know What You Are Up To!

Tell us about recent job changes, marriages, births, publica-
tions, awards, and other noteworthy accomplishments. Photos
are especially welcome, but will not be returned. If you know of

alumni who have passed away let us know; we would like to
remember them in our In Memoriam section. You can fax,

email, or mail this information to:

Claire A. Sullivan ’99
Director of Alumni Relations

Marymount Manhattan College
221 East 71st St

New York, NY 10021
Fax: (212) 517-0465
alumni@mmm.edu

Name: ________________________________________________________________
(please include maiden and married if applicable)

Class Year: ____________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

City: __________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ________________

Home Phone: ________________ Work Phone: ______________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

■■ Is this an address, phone number or Email change?

News: ________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



Apr 28-30, May 5, 7—“Dance Depart-
ment’s Spring Repertoire.” This
season the MMC Dance Department
will present distinguished works by
leading choreographers in the dance
arena, which will be held in the
College's Theresa Lang Theatre. In
keeping with the mission of the
Department, the program will provide
a variety of dance styles. This
season’s Spring Repertoire features
Twyla Tharp's “Torelli,” excerpts from
Jacqulyn Buglisi's “Requiem,” Robert
Battle's “The Hunt,” Jiri Kylian’s
“Nomaden” and an innovative new
work by William Soleau. Perfor-
mances: April 28-April 30 at 8pm; 
April 30 at 2pm; May 5 at 8pm; and
May 7 at 2pm and 8pm. Tickets: $12
for general admission; $8 for senior
citizens and students from other
colleges with valid I.D; and free for
MMC students, faculty and staff 
with valid I.D. For reservations and
information call (212) 517-0610.

May 6—MMC Dance Company Gala
Benefit will be held at 7:30pm in the
Theresa Lang Theatre. Tickets are $60
in advance; $65 at the door. Proceeds
from the gala benefit the MMC Dance
Company, a not-for-profit student
performance company. Call (212) 517-
0610 for reservations and information.

May 12—The Writing Center at Mary-
mount Manhattan presents Peter
Straub, author of In the Night Room
and Lost Boy Lost Girl, as its final
author in the Spring 2005 Best-Selling
Author Series. Mr. Straub, who also
wrote The Talisman with Stephen King,
will speak on his writing experiences,
followed by a Q & A, book signing and
reception. The event starts at 7:30pm
and will be held in the Theresa Lang
Theatre. General seating is free for
Writing Center members and the MMC
community; $10 for all others. Reser-
vations are necessary due to limited
seating. For more information or to
reserve your seats, call (212) 774-4810.

May 20—MMC’s 56th Commence-
ment Ceremonies. To be held in Avery
Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center.

June 4-5—Alumni Reunion Weekend.
MMC will host the reunion for all
classes ending in 0 and 5. For more
information about the weekend or to
make reservations, please contact
Claire Sullivan, Director of Alumni
Relations, at (212) 517-0458 or email
alumni@mmm.edu.

Jun 6-9—The Writing Center hosts its
Annual Writing Intensive Workshop, an
exciting four-day series geared to
teach you tips and tricks of the trade
from top writers to help sell your work.
Study with and receive a personal
consultation from well-known authors
Patrick McGrath, William Zinsser and
Christopher Mason. Workshops are
held from 6-9pm and include tracks for
poetry, fiction, nonfiction and
publishing. The cost is $415 before
June 1 for the public, $375 for Writing
Center members before June 1, and
$455 after June 1 for all attendees.
Call (212) 774-0780 for reservations or
more information.

Jun 9—In conjunction with the Writing
Intensive Workshop, The Writing
Center hosts its annual Writer’s Confer-
ence, where more than 60 distin-
guished authors, agents and publicists
will tell you how to succeed in the
profession. Keynote speakers are Ron
Chernow, author of Alexander
Hamilton, and Sir Harold Evans, author
of They Made America and former
editorial director of Random House and
The London Times. The conference
lasts from 8:30am to 5pm. The cost is
$165 before June 1 and $185 after
June 1 for all attendees. The cost
includes lunch and a networking 
reception. Call (212) 774-0780 for
reservations or more information.

Jun 20—Join Marymount Manhattan
for our Second Annual Golf Tourna-
ment at the beautiful Waccabuc
Country Club in Waccabuc, N.Y. This
year's golf tournament will honor Jack
Griffin, president, Meredith Publishing
Group. To make a reservation or for
more information, please call Cathy
McNamara Events at (212) 786-6184.

Alumni Calendar
All of the events listed below can be also found on our website. 
Visit www.mmm.edu and click on news & events.
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