Patrick Hartwell’s 5 Grammars
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Grammar 1: “internalized preconscious knowledge of word arrangement...shared by
native speakers of a language”

Grammar 2: scientific work of linguists that tries to understand and describe Grammar 1
Grammar 3: a grammarian’s sense of “linguistic etiquette” (avoid “ain’t,” “brung” etc.)
Grammar 4: “Traditional school grammar in... handbooks” (8 parts of speech, etc.)
Grammar 5: “Stylistic grammar,...concerned with... coherence...and rhetorical
effectiveness”

From Patrick Hartwell, “Grammar, Grammars and the Teaching of Grammar” (1985) and
summarized in John C. Bean, Engaging Ideas (2001), pages 56-57.



